
 

City of Karratha | EHIS 009 – Construction Sites  Page 1 of 2 
Responsible Officer: Environmental Health Coordinator  Last Reviewed: 12.09.2023 

CONSTRUCTION SITES  
DOCUMENT NO: EHIS 009 

INTRODUCTION 

This information sheet has been designed as a guide to inform builders/building contractors and/or 

developers of their requirements under health and related legislation when undertaking works within the City 

of Karratha 

DUST EMISSIONS 

The Pilbara environment means that dust is a constant problem when undertaking any form of site works or 

earthmoving. Under the City of Karratha Health Local Law 2012, developers and builders/building contractors 

are required to take all practicable steps to ensure that dust emanating from the site is limited as far as 

practicable and so as not to cause a nuisance. 

Penalties of up to $1000 (and $100 per day for each day the nuisance continues) apply to any person who 

contravenes this requirement. Practicable steps that may be taken include, but are not limited to: 

• using water to damp down soil 

• ceasing operations on days of high winds 

NOISE EMISSIONS 

Noise from construction sites is governed by the Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997. All 

reasonable steps must be taken to minimise noise during construction. Noise level limits apply outside the 

following hours: 

• Monday through to Saturday (excluding Sundays and Public Holidays) 7am through to 7pm 

Should it be necessary to undertake construction work outside these times, please contact the City’s 

Environmental Health Service for more information. Please also refer to information sheet HS-0008 

Construction Noise. 

VENTILATION REQUIREMENTS 

The following information is provided to aid in the correct installation of ventilation systems in sanitary areas, 

as set out in the Sewerage (Lighting, Ventilation and Construction) Regulations 1971 and the City of Karratha 

Health Local Law 2012. 

• W/C (toilet) with a sealed or sliding window requires a mechanical flumed vent (mfv) in the W/C, 

ducted to external air 

• W/C where the window is short glazed (permanent vent), requires a flumed vent (fv) in the air 

lock, ducted to the external air or a mechanical flumed vent (mfv) located in the W/C. 

• W/C, where the window is short glazed (permanent vent), which has an external covered 

structure (e.g. verandah) extending beyond 2.4m, requires mechanical flumed ventilation (mfv), 

ducted to the external air. 
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• Ensuites with a W/C require mechanical flumed ventilation (mfv), ducted to the external air. A 

door- closer is required to be fitted to the ensuite door 

• Bathrooms, laundries and W/C’s require a graded floor waste 

• Kitchens are to be supplied with mechanical ventilation flumed to external air. 

TOILET FACILITIES 

It is a requirement to provide a toilet on a building construction site under Part IV Division 4 Section 102 of 

the Health Act. 

The Health (Temporary Sanitary Conveniences) Regulations 1997 advises the construction and numbers of 

toilets required. 

LITTER 

All generated litter is to be placed in rubbish receptacles and secured so that it does not blow on to 

neighbouring areas. The City’s Ranger Service will issue on the spot fines where builders are found not to be 

containing building site litter within the building site. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

If you would like additional information on construction sites, please contact: 

City of Karratha, Environmental Health 

Ph: (08) 9186 8555 

E-mail:  enquiries@karratha.wa.gov.au 

Website: www.karratha.wa.gov.au/community/health 

DISCLAIMER 

This information sheet is provided as generalised information. While we aim to keep the content of this 

document current and accurate, we accept no responsibility or warranties for actions based on the 

information provided. The City of Karratha encourages you to seek professional advice before acting on any 

information contained within this document. Please contact the city of Karratha if you wish to comment on 

the forms provided and information contained within. Any reported errors will be amended. 
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