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27 April 2015 

 

 

 

Vanessa Submaroney, Andrew Ward and Mayor Peter Long 
City of Karratha 
Welcome Road 
Karratha  WA  6714 

 

Via email Vanessa.submaroney@karratha.gov.au 
  Andrew.ward@karratha.gov.au 
  Peter.long@karratha.gov.au 

 

Dear Peter, Andrew and Vanessa 

Roebourne Community Association Update 

Thank you for your letter of 16 April (Ref CS.6/OCR132673) and interest in the work being undertaken to 
establish Roebourne’s community association.  There is considerable interest in the topic up and down Roe 
Street and much work has taken place behind the scenes to formalise the ideas of those interested.  For your 
information I have summaries the outcomes of this work below; 

a.     Roebourne Community Association Working Group  
The Roebourne Community Association Working Group was established in mid-2014 to pursue the idea 
of an association for Roebourne residents in the broader community.  Since that time the Working 
Group has addressed many of the issues relating to a community association through formal and 
informal gatherings of Roebourne residents.   

Members of the Working Group are voluntary and include people from a range of backgrounds – 
though all are residents.  The collective views of this working group have been debated over the period 
and are represented in the attached Rules of Association. 

In my capacity as CEO of Roebourne’s community association for Aboriginal people, I have been asked 
to assist the group in an ex-officio capacity, to undertake correspondence, governance and 
housekeeping for the group - until they are established.   It is my understanding that other 
organisations in Roebourne have similarly been approached to provide support for the working group. 

Members of the Working group are likely to stand for election as Coordinating Committee members, 
though accept that the final makeup of this committee will depend on eligibility and voting.  Roebourne 
Community Association Working Group members comprise: 

Shenara Smith Marie Pont Beth Smith 
Russell Sandy Jill Churnside Josie Alec 
Deanne Alec Pansy Sambo Ian Wally 
Kathy Booker Phyllis Simmonds Cherylea Walker 
Dion Storey Georgia Mills Michael Nikakis 

b.      Roebourne Community Association Structure 
The Roebourne Community Association Working Group has workshopped sought and received legal 
advice on an appropriate structure and operating framework.  The advice suggested an incorporated 
body controlled by the Associations Act and registered with Western Australia’s Department of 
Commerce.  A copy of the advice is attached for your information. 
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b.      Roebourne Community Association Rules of Association 
The Roebourne Community Association Working Group has workshopped through the community the 
attached Rules of an association that align to their aspirations.   It is my view that these rules are 
sufficient to undertake the process of incorporation.   For your information I précis the attached draft 
rules as follows: 

a.     Membership is open to all residents of Roebourne (of more than 12 months) 
b.     Membership is open to all former residents of Roebourne (that attended Roebourne District 

High School for more than 4 Years) 
c.      Membership is by application  
d.     Ex Officio membership will be extended to  

                                               i.     The City of Karratha 
                                              ii.     Ngarliyarndu Bindirri, 
                                            iii.     NYFL 
                                            iv.     Marwarnkarra. and 
                                              v.     Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation 

The purpose of such ex-officio invitations is administrative support, transparency and 
information sharing.  Ex officio organisation representatives are expected to be informed of 
the progress and intentions of the Association. 

f.      Membership fee is likely to be nominal. 
g.      Meetings will - 

i.     Take place in Roebourne 
ii.    Be open to all members 
iii.   Minimum 6 per year 

h.      The working group will stand until voting by community members in accordance with the 
attached draft constitution 

i. The working group will give way to a Coordinating Committee.  The Coordinating Committee 
will comprise:  

 i.     Maximum 8 residents (maximum 3 former residents) 
ii.     Term on the Management Committee is 1 year 
 

c.       Marketing RCA Membership  

In order to 'market' the Association to the broader community an application form is currently in 
draft for marketing via a range of outlets – including local radio and local organisation memberships.  
NBAC will be offering RCA membership to our own members. 

d.      Financial Position 

NBAC is aware of the assistance (kindly) offered to establish the group.  The working group have 
consumed very little of this assistance to date (less than $600) due to the ‘in-kind’ and voluntary 
nature of support for the Working Group’s efforts. 

The Working Group plans to utilise the funds offered to promote the Community Association and 
Membership of the association via a newsletter and community meetings.  These Community 
meetings are scheduled for May and July, 2015. 

A newsletter for Roebourne community that will include information about the association and 
application forms for membership is slated to coincide with the community meeting in July this year.   

These initiatives, alongside structural requirements such as insurance and incorporation fees are still 
intended to be drawn down against the amount of $10,000 allocated to the project by the City of 
Karratha.  Ngarliyarndu Bindirri Aboriginal Corporation is happy to provide the governance and 
acquittal support to the working group as these funds are expended. 
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Thank you for your invitation to join the Roebourne Advisory Group meeting on Monday, 4 May at Gurlu Gurlu 
Maya.  I am unable to attend due to a conflicting commitment in Roebourne, but would be happy to discuss 
the progress of the Roebourne Community Association with any member of that committee at another time.   

I trust the information provided herein provides you with a fulsome picture of the progress of the community 
to establish a Community Association.  Your continued support and interest in these initiatives is much 
appreciated.   

Please do not hesitate to contact me directly should your require any more information on the project. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Susan Shirtliff 
Chief Executive Officer 

  

 




















