
                 

Bushfire Attack 

Level Report 

AS 3959 BAL Assessment Report  
CTL+ Mouse Click for: Help to Understand 

This report has been prepared by an Accredited BPAD Practitioner using the Simplified Procedure (Method 1) as detailed in Section 2 of AS 3959 – 2018. FPA Australia 

makes no warranties as to the accuracy of the information provided in the report.  All enquiries related to the information and conclusions presented in this report 

must be made to the BPAD Accredited Practitioner, WA Fire & Safety, contact details below.  

Property Details and Description of Works 
 

Address Details Lot 2654 No.  Street name Bayview Road 

 Suburb Gap Ridge State Western Australia 

Local government 

area 
City of Karratha 

Main BCA class of 

the building 
Mixed Class 

Use(s) of the 

building 
Hotel and Restaurant 

Description of the 

building or works 
New Builds. Multiple Structures  

 

Report Details  
 

Report 

Number 

 

 

24320 

 

Version 

 

 

1.0 

Assessment Date 

19 March 2024 

Report/Certificate Date 

21 March 2024 

 

 

BPAD Accredited Practitioner Details 
 

Name 

Dwayne Griggs BPAD40466 (Level 2) 

 

Authorised Practitioner Stamp 
Company Details 

Email: admin@wafiresafety.com.au 

Mobile: 0415684681 

Links to:   Facebook    &    Google 

 

Reliance on the assessment and determination of the Bushfire Attack Level contained in this report should not extend beyond a period of 12 months from the date 

of issue of the report.  If this report was issued more than 12 months ago, it is recommended that the validity of the determination be confirmed with the 

Accredited Practitioner and where required an updated report issued. 
 

  

https://www.wafiresafety.com.au/blog/
mailto:admin@wafiresafety.com.au
tel:0415684681
https://www.facebook.com/wafiresafety/
https://search.google.com/local/writereview?placeid=ChIJBbGTz7e4MioR0AtmdQIZ3m4
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BAL Assessment Report 

Site Assessment Map 

The assessment of this site / development was undertaken by a BPAD Accredited Practitioner for the purpose of determining the 

Bushfire Attack Level in accordance with AS 3959 - 2018 Simplified Procedure (Method 1). 
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BAL Assessment Report 

Vegetation Classification 

All vegetation within 100m of the site / proposed development was classified in accordance with Clause 2.2.3 of AS 

3959-2018.  Each distinguishable vegetation plot with the potential to determine the Bushfire Attack Level is identified 

below. 

Photo ID: 28 Plot: 1 

 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Class G Grassland  

Description / Justification for Classification 

Grassland of >100mm in Height 

Canopy Cover of 10-30% 

Understorey of Grasses 

Minimal surface, Near surface and Intermediate 

Fuel loads 

Arid/Semi Arid area 

 

 

Photo ID: 45 Plot: 1 

 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Class G Grassland  

Description / Justification for Classification 

Grassland of >100mm in Height 

Canopy Cover of 10-30% 

Understorey of Grasses 

Minimal surface, Near surface and Intermediate 

Fuel loads 

Arid/Semi Arid area 

 

 

Photo ID: 65 Plot: 1 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Class G Grassland  

Description / Justification for Classification 
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BAL Assessment Report 

Grassland of >100mm in Height 

Canopy Cover of 10-30% 

Understorey of Grasses 

Minimal surface, Near surface and Intermediate 

Fuel loads 

Arid/Semi Arid area 

 

 

 

Photo ID: 74 Plot: 1 

 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Class G Grassland  

Description / Justification for Classification 

Grassland of >100mm in Height 

Canopy Cover of 10-30% 

Understorey of Grasses 

Minimal surface, Near surface and Intermediate 

Fuel loads 

Arid/Semi Arid area 

 

 

Photo ID: 42 Plot: 2 

 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Excludable - 2.2.3.2 (e) (f) Low Threat 

Vegetation/Non Vegetated 

Description / Justification for Classification 

Maintained Areas  

Canopy Cover of Less than 10% 

Residential Areas 

Insufficient Fuels to increase the risk from 

bushfire 

Non-Vegetated Areas 

Irrigated gardens with low threat ground covers 
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Photo ID: 85 Plot: 2 

 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Excludable - 2.2.3.2 (e) (f) Low Threat 

Vegetation/Non Vegetated 

Description / Justification for Classification 

Maintained Areas  

Canopy Cover of Less than 10% 

Residential Areas 

Insufficient Fuels to increase the risk from 

bushfire 

Non-Vegetated Areas 

Irrigated gardens with low threat ground covers 

 

Photo ID: 90 Plot: 2 

 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Excludable - 2.2.3.2 (e) (f) Low Threat 

Vegetation/Non Vegetated 

Description / Justification for Classification 

Maintained Areas  

Canopy Cover of Less than 10% 

Residential Areas 

Insufficient Fuels to increase the risk from 

bushfire 

Non-Vegetated Areas 

Irrigated gardens with low threat ground covers 

 

Photo ID: 98 Plot: 2 

 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Excludable - 2.2.3.2 (e) (f) Low Threat 

Vegetation/Non Vegetated 

Description / Justification for Classification 

Maintained Areas  

Canopy Cover of Less than 10% 

Residential Areas 

Insufficient Fuels to increase the risk from 

bushfire 

Non-Vegetated Areas 

Irrigated gardens with low threat ground covers 

 

Photo ID: 6 Plot: 3 
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BAL Assessment Report 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

 

Class G Grassland  

Description / Justification for Classification 

Grassland of >100mm in Height 

Canopy Cover of 10-30% 

Understorey of Grasses 

Minimal surface, Near surface and Intermediate 

Fuel loads 

Arid/Semi Arid area 

 

 

Photo ID: 77 Plot: 3 

 

Vegetation Classification or Exclusion Clause 

Class G Grassland  

Description / Justification for Classification 

Grassland of >100mm in Height 

Canopy Cover of 10-30% 

Understorey of Grasses 

Minimal surface, Near surface and Intermediate 

Fuel loads 

Arid/Semi Arid area 
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BAL Assessment Report 

Relevant Fire Danger Index 

The fire danger index for this site has been determined in accordance with Table 2.1 or otherwise determined in 

accordance with a jurisdictional variation applicable to the site. 

Fire Danger Index (WA is FDI of 80) 

FDI 40   

Table 2.4.5 

FDI 50   

Table 2.4.4 

FDI 80   

Table 2.4.3 

FDI 100   

Table 2.4.2 

 

 

 

Determined Bushfire Impacts (on the day of the site assessment) 

Table 1a shows the potential bushfire impact to the site / proposed development from each of the identified vegetation 

plots are identified below to the walls or supporting posts of the structure on the day of the assessment. 

Due to the significant number of structures, ratings are individually shown in the BAL contour above. 

Plot Vegetation Classification Effective Slope 
Separation 

(m) 
Highest BAL 

1 Class G Grassland 0/Upslope >30m BAL – 12.5 

2 Excludable – Clause 2.2.3.2 (e) & (f) - - BAL – LOW 

3 Class G Grassland 0-5 Downslope >50m BAL – LOW 

Table 1: BAL Analysis 

 

Determined Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) 

The Determined Bushfire Attack Level (highest BAL) for the site / proposed development has been determined in 

accordance with clause 2.2.6 of AS 3959-2018 using the above analysis, that includes the Bushfire Contour Map. 

 

BAL-12.5 (BAL Certificate 1) 

Structures 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41. 

BAL-LOW (BAL Certificate 2) 

Structures 4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 25, 28, 31, 34. 
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BAL Assessment Report 

Appendix 1: Plans and Drawings: Plans and drawings relied on to determine the bushfire attack level    
 

Hotel and Restaurant 
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BAL Assessment Report 

Appendix 2: Application of Shielding Provisions 

AS3959-2018 c3.5 Shielding Provision applies as described and/or illustrated below: 

Structures 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41 are BAL-

12.5 in entirety. 

 

Structures 4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 25, 28, 31, 34 are BAL-LOW in entirety.

 

Appendix 3: Additional Information and Advisory Notes 

 

Excluded Vegetation (as3959 Clause 2.2.3.2): 

Area contains plots that are maintained being excludable (e) and (f) low risk managed areas with APZ to 20m or lot sizes; these low-

risk areas have been assessed and plotted on the map in white (plot 2). 

 

APZ (Asset Protection Zone) or BPZ 

APZ will be lot sizes upon completion, with all areas inside the lot being turned to carparking or managed gardens.  

 

Topography 

Area is mainly flat ground, with a downslope of no more than -5° to the west. 

 

Recommendations for Landowner (FOLLOW THIS PROCEDURE!!) 
1. Continued maintenance of the lot to the standard directed by the LGA firebreak and fuel notice (appendix 4) and,  

2. Submission of the provided BAL Report and Certificate to the Local Government Authority (LGA) as soon as possible. 

3. Provide any future documentation requested by the LGA including Bushfire Management Plans(BMP) or Statements (BMS). 

 

It is the responsibility of the landowner/proponent to maintain their lot in accordance with the local government firebreak notice 

(LGA firebreak and fuel notice), issued under s33 of the Bushfires Act 1955. 

 

Construction Requirements Advisory Statement: 

All information given regarding construction requirements for the appropriate BAL Level from AS3959, within and outside this report 

is advisory only. A registered builder will be able to provide specific advice. 

  

Statement from WAFS: 
I Dwayne Griggs BPAD40466 of WA Fire & Safety, Maida Vale, have taken the appropriate steps to ensure that all the information provided in this 

Bushfire Attack Level Report is accurate and the correct determination of the site is given on the date of this assessment to current procedures 

defined by the FPAA. 

  

Any further vegetation planted after the date of this BAL Assessment or a failure to maintain the area within this BAL Report to the same standards 

can dramatically change the BAL rating. This will put the structure and close structures at a higher risk in the event of extreme bushfire behaviour in 

the area.  

It is highly recommended that the customer follows the recommendations outlined by the bushfire consultant for the subject lot, if the correct 

process is not adhered to this will impact costs, time, and the ability to complete the job in an effective manner. 

 

This report does not guarantee that a structure will not be damaged or destroyed from a bushfire. This assessment is made from the information 

provided on site and available to me the Bushfire Consultant on the day of the assessment. The Bushfire Consultant will not be liable for loss or 

other consequences following a fire whether due to negligence arising from the services conducted by the consultant, local government authority, 

the agent requesting and or the owner/occupier. 
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Appendix 4: Standards for Asset Protection Zones (from SPP3.7) 

 

An APZ is an area surrounding a building that is managed to reduce the bushfire hazard to an acceptable level. The 

width of the required APZ varies with slope and vegetation. The APZ should at a minimum be of sufficient size to 

ensure the potential radiant heat impact of a fire does not exceed 29kW/m² (BAL-29). It should be lot specific. Hazard 

separation in the form of using subdivision design elements (refer to E2) or excluded and low threat vegetation 

adjacent to the lot may be used to reduce the dimensions of the APZ within the lot. 

 

 

The APZ includes a defendable space which is an area adjoining the asset within which firefighting operations can be 

undertaken to defend the structure. Vegetation within the defendable space should be kept at an absolute minimum 

and the area should be free from combustible items and obstructions. The width of the defendable space is 

dependent on the space which is available on the property, but as a minimum should be 3 metres. 

 

 

The APZ should be contained solely within the boundaries of the lot on which the building is situated, except in 

instances where the neighbouring lot or lots will be managed in a low-fuel state on an ongoing basis, in perpetuity. 

The APZ may make use of public roads, waterways, footpaths, buildings, rocky outcrops, golf courses, maintained 

parkland as well as cultivated gardens in an urban context, but does not include grassland or vegetation on a 

neighbouring rural lot, farmland, wetland reserves and unmanaged public reserves. 

 

 

APZs can adversely affect the retention of native vegetation. Where the loss of vegetation is not acceptable or causes 

conflict with landscape or environmental objectives, such as waterway foreshore areas and wetland buffers, reducing 

lot yield may be necessary in order to minimise the removal and modification of remnant vegetation. 

 

 

It is the responsibility of the landowner/proponent to maintain their APZ in accordance with Schedule 1 8Standards 
for Asset Protection Zones9. It is further recommended that maintenance of APZs is addressed through the local 
government firebreak notice, issued under s33 of the Bushfires Act 1954, and preferably included in a Bushfire 

Management Plan specifically as a how-to guide for the landowner. 
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Appendix 5: Local Government Authority Fire Notice 
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