Special Council Meeting — Agenda 6 June 2014

Option 3
That Council, having considered submissions regarding the advertised 2014/15

Differential Rates Model, by SIMPLE Majority pursuant to Section 6.33 of the Local
Government Act 1995 RESOLVES to SEEK Ministerial approval for the following
differential rates model (4% predominant rate increase):

Proposed Minimum
GRV/UV | Differential Rates Categories 2014/15 Rate in $ Rate
GRV Residential 0.028832 $1,400
Commercial / Tourism / Town Centre /
GRV Industry / Mixed Business 0.057664 $1,400
GRV Airport / GRV (Strategic Industry) 0.100911 $1,400
Transient Workforce Accommodation /
GRV Workforce Accommodation 0.115328 $1,400
uv UV (Pastoral) 0.065918 $1,400
uv UV (Mining/Other) 0.131836 $312
uv UV (Strategic Industry) 0.164795 $1,400
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If council would like to discuss this matter further please do not hesitate to contact Dominic Letts at

dominicl@fleetwood.com.au

Sincerely,

7

Dominic Letts
General Manager Accommodation

cC Director General
Department of Local Government
GPO Box R1250
PERTH WA 6844
Via fax to 6552 1555
Via email to maureen.ng@dlg.wa.gov.au
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27" May 2014

Shire of Roebourne
Rates Department

P O Box 219 : SHIRE OF ROEBOURNE
Karratha WA 6714 RECEIVED

Your ref; A54568

78 MAY 2014
Action By: Conme C,t\c:u\(ﬂk»

Dear Sir / Madam ‘ FileNo: €¥-1C YN &
DocumentID: \CR \AA 65
CHANGING OF DIFFERENTIAL RATES CATEGORY N oy Bellescootti.

AS54568 — 1-3 DWYER PLACE, MILLARS WELL

| refer to your letter of 8" May 2014 regarding proposed increase to the 2014/2015 differential rates. We
would like to lodge our strongest objection to a further increase in rates for the above property.

We urge the Council to have regard for the fact that our business, like others in Karratha has suffered a
serious downturn in the last two years, in our case turnover for the financial year ending 30" June 2014 will
likely be no more than ONE SIXTH the turnover of the 2012/2013 financial year. The proposed rates levy for
our property for the coming year reprasents an amount in excess of 20% of the property’s GROSS ANNUAL
REVENUE, for rates alone — an imposition that is not only undesirable, but is a practical impossibility to
satisfy.

As per our correspondence of February 2014 and subsequent reply from Rates Officer Tara Ritchie — we
would also like to once again raise our objection to the proposed rating category of “Transient Workforce
Accommodation” being applied to the property.

The Karratha Motel is not utilised as Transient Workforce Accommodation, but in fact we are a privately
owned and operated Motel, open to all guests, the majority of which at this point are visitors to Karratha
from neighbouring shires for shopping, sporting, business and cultural activities.

Certainly the previous land holders may have enjoyed custom of the “scale and extent of workers occupying
rooms” to which Officer Ritchie’s correspondence of 21% February 2014 referred, however since shortly after
the purchase of this property in December 2011, this entity has not enjoyed the benefit of any such trade.

We believe our property should be categorised as “Commercial / Tourism” in line with other comparable
properties in the shire.

Yours faithfully
FINESSER PTY LTD

Pl i imisrisrirsrnrce e e s sene
Kevin S Berry B Bus CPA
Director

Tel: 08 9367 4199 Mail: P O Box 302, Como WA 6952




“SHIRE OF ROEBOURNE

VED

Shire of Roebourne RECE

PO Box 219 Qa0
A

KARRATHA WA 6714 Action Byiﬁ(xur\u._ (oo il

File No: ¥\ - WO A

Dated 24.05.2014 | CC:

Dear Sir/Madam

Re Proposed Differential Rates 2014/2015

I wish to lodge a submission abjecting to the proposed residential differential rate for 2014/2015 of
0.029386. This figure represents a 6 % increase in rates for the coming year. | feel that such an
increase is unfair to ratepayers and unnecessary for the following reasons

The rental market has dropped considerably and will continue to drop as more properties are
becoming vacant. The supply of properties availahle to rent is greater than the demand at present
which will drive rental prices further down in the immediate future

As owner/foccupiers we are being penalised for the high rental returns that have been enjoyed by
property investors. | have no objection to a higher rate being payable on Investment properties but
not on a Primary place of residence.

The Pilbara Underground Power levy will already greatly increase the amount that ratepayers are
expected to pay in the coming year

Rather than raising Revenue through rates the Shire should look at reducing spending, it appears
that the majority of rates revenue is eaten up by Employment costs and as we move to City status
perhaps such costs can be reduced to better reflect remuneration for living and working in a City,
can we claim to be a City and at the same time recruit and remunerate staff based on being a
remote town?

it could be said that now council has approved and completed various major projects far the town,
the revenue is needed to maintain these facilities for years to come, however continually increasing
the hurden on owner faccupiers is unfair. In order to use any of the facilities available in town , rate
payers are expected to pay the same fees as all members of the general public and at the same time
are expected to keep paying ever increasing rates to cover the costs. However if you live in Karratha
and are not a rate payer you get to enjoy everything it has to offer by paying less than someone who
has chosen to invest in the town and make their home in Karratha .

Thank you for your consideration

FA- /] o A

Paul A Middleton

42 Andover Way KARRATHA WA 6714
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7 CLOSURE & DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The meeting closed at

The date of the next Ordinary Council Meeting is to be held on Monday, 16 June 2014 at
6:30pm in Council Chambers - Welcome Road, Karratha.
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