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Foreword

The National Trust of  Australia (WA) is pleased to submit the Roebourne Trails Master Plan
to the Shire of Roebourne for its implementation. This comprehensive plan outlines a

range of benefits which will accrue to the rapidly expanding Pilbara population while at the
same time proposing realistic levels of development which will be both economically and
environmentally sustainable.

Here you will find trails which will appeal to a wide variety of users from local families to

visiting grey nomads, from energetic mountain bikers to those who like to take their
exercise at a more genteel pace while not forgetting those who want to learn about the

rich natural, Aboriginal and historic heritage of this vast land i all are catered for in this
trails program. As well, Roaming with Red Dog and the Pilbara Rocks GeoTour make the
most of both traditional and cutting edge technology to engage a variety of audiences

including families.

Central to the Shire of Roebournedéds vision statemenif
vibrant communit y celebrating diversity and working together to create a sense of place
and a sustainable future. The Shirebés mission is to

excellent local government services in an innovative and efficient manner to enhance the
¢ o mmu n $ sografh economic and environmental well being.

The Trail Master Plan links directly into both of these statements and the Shire should be
congratulated for undertaking this initiative.

Current and future generations will reap significant benefits from th e proposed plan.

Opportunities to interact with family, friends and others by participating in shared

activities are some of the social benefits that will flow from the trails plan. Innovative

interpretation of the trails will engage across generations enc ouraging both young and old
to discover more about the rich heritage of the region. This is one of the most efficient and
effective tools available to increase knowledge, awareness, understanding and

commitment to the long term care and conservation of the flora, fauna and rock art that
abound in the landscape.

Health benefits including reductions in the development of chronic illnesses and diseases
such as cardiovascular disease and type two diabetes attributed to increased mobility such
as walking, cyclin g, mountain biking and other trail uses are well documented. Physical
activity improves energy levels resulting in increased muscle tone, concentration and even
self -esteem. This is of extreme importance to both residents and visitors.

The flow on economic  outcomes for business to provide equipment, accommodation and
supplies for the utilisation of trails does not only provide new employment opportunities

but is another foundation for the tourism industry. There is also an opportunity to develop
cross cultu ral training programs to grow opportunities for Aboriginal businesses and

employment.

The Shire of Roebourneds Trail Master Plan reflects
a sustainable community for well into the future and an opportunity to showcase the

amazing values of the Pilbara to both those choosing to live there as well as those who

visit.

The National Trust of Australia (WA)
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Preamble

This Trails Master Plan is an opportunity to showca:
of cultural heritage values. Th e plan sets out to promote community health and recreation,

sustainable cultural tourism and life -long educational values

Cultural heritage is often misinterpreted as something either associated with an old

building or an Aboriginal issue. It is far broad er than either. Cultural heritage is defined as
something that is inherited from the past and valued enough to leave for future

generations. It is about the identification, conservation and interpretation of the social,

scientific, aesthetic, historic and spiritual values of a place.

Internationally trails are being recognised not only for their health and recreational

benefits but also for their ability to provide formal and informal learning opportunities
leading to changes in behaviour which result in co nservation and reconciliation outcomes.
Setting the Scene - a Remarkable Narrative

The Shire of Roebourne is the custodian to a story that goes back to beginning of life itself.

While the town of Karratha is built on land that is, in geological terms relat ively new, the
basalt rocks of the Karratha Hills go back some 3.2 billion years. They are some of the

oldest rock formations on earth.

Aboriginal habitation of the region

dates back at least 30,000 years and is
highlighted by the petroglyphs

throughout t he shire and particularly

on the Burrup Peninsula T arguably the
worl dés | argest art g:¢

European contact came much later.
The mapping of the rugged Western
Australian coast began nearly 400
years ago when Dirk Hartog in the
Eendracht came ashore at  the island
that now bears his name at the
entrance of world heritage listed Shark
Bay. His visit, recorded on an inscribed

pewter plate he left nailed to a post, The recommended upgrading of the existing Yaburara
was more than 150 years before Heritage Trail will provide residents an d visitors with an
Captain James Cook mapped the east outstanding experience on K

coast of Australia.

More Dut ch, English and French mariners followed Hartog, many heading north to the
Spice Islands. They continued to map the coast - as a warning not a destination - so
unimpressed were they with the dry and seemingly lifeless land.

Despite this extensive maritime activity little information was revealed about the area
inland from the coast.

More expeditions in the mid 1800s led to the beginnings of the pastoral industry and the
establishment of pearling at Cossack, the first port in the northwest. As a centre of th e
pearling and pastoral industries, Cossack soon became an international port trading

directly with London.

In the 1880s the first hint of the regionds i mmense
copper and then gold. And 80 years later with the embargo on the export of iron ore lifted,
the huge iron ore industry began to dominate the region along with natural gas and salt.
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Now the Shire is crisscrossed with many hundreds of kilometres of railways and trains
pulling over 250 wagons regularly head for coastal ports to ship iron ore to the giant
industrial powerhouses to the north.

But with progress comes the challenges. How to provide for a rapidly expanding

community, and meet the needs for housing, health, education and recreational

amenities? How to make su  re local Aboriginal peoples throughout the Shire are a central
part of the story? And how to make sure this incredible sweep of history is not lost in the
rush to the future?

An exciting way of capturing and sharing these stories is to develop a network of trails
throughout the shire to link the rich and complex narratives of the past with the exciting
and challenging developments of the present and future.

The Shire of Roebourne has commissioned the preparation of this Master Plan to provide
direction for developing and expanding the network of trails. This plan identifies existing
trails, suggests ways they can be upgraded and improved and recommends new trail
projects that will provide more opportunities to highlight local heritage and increase the
range of community leisure activities.

The Shire is experiencing rapid growth as a result of the boom in mining, oil and gas and

the growth of industries supporting these projects. It is expected that the growth in the
region will see Kar r 480080xgfow stgadilyptowardstpiojected population
of more than 50,000 in the not too distant future, with a consequent need for more

recreational facilities, such as trails

The Vision for Karratha, as set out in O the City Growth Plan 1 Karratha City of the North is,
fiA liveable, compact, Regional City of 50,000+ people, with a diversified economy, a

healthy local community which demonstrates demographic balance, affordability, high
quality amenity, and infrastructure. It is a place of choice, to work, visit, grow up, raise

families and age gracefully . 0o

A key element of this Master Plan is to
develop a trails network that will add to
the il i veabilityo of the@t
now and into the future. ‘

The shire has a wide range of attractive
landscapes, and a great diversity in
wildlife and vegetation. One of its most
famous, most significant and most
visited attractions is the Burrup
Peninsula (Murujuga National Park) with
its stunning array of rock art now highly
regarded nationally and internationally.

Currently there are 12 existing trails
within the Shire including the Yaburara

Deep Gorge, within the Murujuga National Park on the

Her@tage Tra?l (in Karratha)r _the Cossack Burrup Peninsula, is already popular with visitors.
Heritage Trail, the Emma Withnell New trails are proposed within the National Park.
Heritage Trail and a section of the Warlu When constructed, they will be the highlight of the

Way ( a drive trail O extending from trails network of the region.

Exmouth to Broome, through Karratha,
Roebourne and Cossack). There are also
numerous informal tracks and trails throughout the region.

As set out in the Consultantdés Brief for this proje
include walkers, mountain bikers, horse -riders, bird watchers, photographers and
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rogainers. I't is considered that the main target gr
residents; however the Shire is interested in developing and maintaining new and exis ting

trails that would attract visitors, especially in areas where these trails can link to existing

towns and services bringing economic as well as social and cultural benefits to the local

community.

One of the best known, and oldest trails of the region is the Yaburara Heritage Trail, right
on the doorstep of Karratha. This walk trail was established in the late 1980s and is widely
known and well used by residents and visitors alike despite the need for major upgrading

works.
J

A primary recommendation of this
Trails Master Plan is to realise the
potential of the Yaburara Heritage
Trail by adopting the
recommendations of the Trail
Upgrading Plan (Section 3.2).

The development of several new trails
will provide a greater range of
opportunities for local peo  ple and
visitors to enjoy the beautiful
environment and immerse themselves
in the rich and varied history of the
region.

The suite of trails  proposed in this

. . The history of the settlement of Roebourne, its
document reflects the q.l"”_"tessem'al people, places and events will be showcased on two
character of the area I its natural circuit trails in the town.

features such as the rock v hills and

coastline, its Aboriginal history, its

European explorers and pioneer settlers, its pastoral and pearling history and the mining
and industrial developments which have all led to some turbulent and tense situations in
recent times.

The costs in volved in implementing the proposed projects need not be borne by the shire
alone. A number of funding opportunities are currently available to assist in upgrading and
enhancing existing trails and in the development and promotion of new trails. This will
enable the shire to embark on a program to progressively upgrade and expand the trail
network, and to promote the trails and natural attractions of the shire. Issues of
governance and ongoing consultation remain key to the implementation of this report

Th e Existing Trail Supply Situation

The inventory of  existing trails prepared as part of this project has identified the following
core characteristics of o6trail supplybd:

x  Several walk trails already exist, including the Yaburara Heritage Trail in Karratha
and walk trails in Cossack, Point Samson and Roebourne ;

x  The potential for walking in the Murujuga National Park has been recognised in the
recently prepared  Murujuga National Park ~ Management Plan. The eventual
development of trails on the Burrup Peninsula wi Il add enormously to the visitor
experience of Aboriginal culture and history and complement those already existing
(such as the Yaburara Heritage Trail in Karratha), and proposed trails elsewhere in
the Shire ;

x  Although mountain biking and horse riding occurs in several locations throughout
the Shire,t here are no formally recognised trails for these user groups . Given the
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vast expanses of open spaces throughout the Shire, and the demand, there would
appear to be ample opportunities to cater for these two a ctivities ;

x  Trails in the Shire of = Roebourne are currently not well packaged and promoted. The
trail brochures that do exist have no consistency in look and no uniform branding;

x  Some of the existing trails are poorly signposted, in terms of directional /
promotional signage to the trailhead and directional signage along the trails; and

x  Interpretation along the existing trails is spasmodic and limited and often is poor
condition .

The Role of Trails

Trails have much to offer local governments

Right across A ustralia the many benefits of well planned and promoted trails are being
recognised by a range of agencies including tourism organisations , local government
authorities and a host of health organisations. It is now well recognised that recreation
trails pe rform a number of highly beneficial roles in the broader community:

x  They provide opportunities for low -key unstructured passive recreation for local
residents and visitors alike;

x  They enable users to gain fitness and they foster general well -being;

x  They ar e a valuable tourism attraction, especially when well maintained and
marketed,;

x  They can help instil a conservation ethic amongst users; and

x  They can be a means of educating users about the heritage values (natural,
Aboriginal and historic) and highlights of an area, especially when good
interpretation is a feature of the trail

In the case of the Shire of Roebourne, with a high level of FIFO workers, trails can be a

way of inducting new workers into the Aboriginal and European heritage of the region and
dev eloping a respect and understanding of the sometimes fragile nature of what looks like

a robust landscape. Induction programs using the trails for cross -cultural awareness
provides opportunity for Aboriginal employment and businesses

What This Document Pr ovides

This Trails Master Plan proposes a number of significant trail projects that have the

potential to deliver  real benefits to the local communities. The Plan recognises the needs
and demands of local residents and visitors, and it takes advantage of t he diverse range of
attractive landscapes and stories that define  the Shire of Roebourne .

As is common with Trails Master Plans, the project provides the following

x  An inventory of existing trails including their purpose, general condition and use
and map s showing their location

x  |dentification of potential trails.

x  Mapping of existing and proposed new trails.

x  Preliminary cost estimates and priorities for upgrading of existing trails and
development of proposed new trails.

x  Results of ¢ onsultation with key stakeholders and groups within the community
x A recommended action plan and strategies for implementation of the plan.

x  An overview of the  actions required (such as the preparation of a detailed
development plan)  to establish each proposed new trail.
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x  Consid eration and recommendations for trail information and interpretation
including brochures, signs and use of digital media , along with an ap  propriate
branding .

Principles for Selection of Trail Projects
Candidate trails and trail projects were assessed again st a number of important criteria:

x  Trail demand - the majority of walkers seek short trail opportunities; mountain bike
riders and horse riders seek trails that are recognised and formalised;

x  Community and  Shire staff input;
x  New trails should be different to those already available and offer new experience s;

x  Value for money (recognising that there will be limited budget). Trail projects
should look to provide value for money and a good return on the investment made
by the Council and other land managers. A few high quality, well built, well
maintained and well promoted trails highlighting the best features of the Shire of
Roebourne is preferable to a large number of poor quality trails badly constructed
and not maintained;

x  Trail availability in adjoining lo cal governments and OpthéeShire of di
of Roebourne should seek to develop trails that highlight the special features of the
region;

x  Practicalities of trail development I costs, land tenure and access, environmental
issues, cultural issues,  funding possibilities, possible (on -going) community support
and the possibility of opposition, and the safety of users; and

x  User experience. Trails have to provide a high quality user experience to promote
return visits 1 word of mouth is a much stronger advocacy tool than marketing
strategies. The trail projects
need to ensure a high  -level user
experience.

Combined with the field assessment,
consideration of these elements allows
the determination of trail projects.

The following trail ~ project s have bee n
identified but are not listed in any
particular order . The prioritisation of
the trails will be determined each year

by staff and will be dependent on
available resources, funding

opportunities and how they link with

other shire projects eg. townscape
strategies and urban development
extensions . It should be noted that it

This Trails Master Plan proposes a walk trail around

would pe possiple to devel(_)p more than leramugadu Pool on the Har  ding River in Roebourne
one trail at atime, especially if The trail will highlight the bush tucker and bush
different organisations were medicines to be found along the banks of the river.

responsible for implementation of
different projects

It is also highly likely that groups within the community (for example, the Ngarluma
Aboriginal Corporation, the Ngarluma and Yindjibarndi Foundation Ltd and the Burrup
Mountain Bike Club) may independently seek funding to proceed with the implementation

of one or more of the key proj ects.
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At the time of the preparation of this Trails Master Plan the Ngarluma Aboriginal

Corporation intends to pursue the development of a &Ngarluma Country TrailsPlan 6. Shoul d
it proceed, that plan will encompass a range of trails focussing on the herita ge and culture

of the Ngarluma people across the region.

Twelve specific projects are recommended in this Trails Master Plan.

1) Roaming with Red Dog

This trail is a mixture of driving and walking and directed towards shared family

experiences. There isa Qu est element overlaying the trail inviting participants to

6sniff outd clues and solve a mystery. The Quest
entertaining younger family members using geolocational games and a range of

other activities.

The specific points of intere st have been chosen to appeal to families and engage
with many of the themes identified in the current Municipal Inventory often through
the eyes of Red Dog.

The two key family  -based activities are the variety of games and learning
experiences contained in ~ the Roaming with Red Dog  Activity Booklet (and/or
interactive Smart phone app) and searching for geocaches, both existing ones and
those specifically created for this trail

2) leramugadu Bush Tucker Trail

This proposed trail is a self  -guided walk around th e pool (leramugadu Pool) on the
Harding River in Roebourne. The walk would be approximately 1600 metres,

utilising some existing tracks and the old road bridge (now a footbridge) to cross

the Harding River at the southernmost end of the proposed trail.

The trail would feature interpretive signage depicting bush tucker and bush

medicines (as well as other matters of significance to the Aboriginal community).

The trail b6s | ocation close to tlemdsitselstond good mobi
Smartphone technology  featuring oral histories.

There is also potential for guided tours by local Elders with its close proximity to the
proposed Cultural Centre providing economic as well as social/cultural benefits to
the community

3) Roebourne Heritage Trail

This projectinvolv  es developing two new self -guided heritage trail s in Roebourne 1
a short loop and a longer loop . The proposed heritage trail s would commence from
the Visitor Centre and take users to a range of significant and historic sites and

buildings throughout =~ Roebou rne. The opportunity exists along each of the proposed

trail routes to highlight people, places and events that have helped shape

Roebourne into the town that it is today.

These heritage trails provide a signposted and interpreted route to the most
signifi cant sites within ~ Roebourne .

4) Cossack Heritage Trail Redevelopment

The history and buildings (and remains of buildings) at Cossack are currently
featured in three existing trails: the Emma Withnell Heritage Trail, the Cossack
Heritage Trail and the Cossack Historic Walk. Existing signage along the trail(s) is
old, sometimes faded and the information is duplicated in the brochures. Having
almost identical information in several brochures is confusing, and there is an
unnecessary amount of signage at some site S.

The intention is to completely revamp and consolidate the information and signage
on the three existing heritage trail(s) by providing two stand -alone loop trails T a
western loop of approximately 1800 metres (which follows the original alignments
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5)

6)

7

8)

of th e Cossack -Roebourne Tramway ) and an 1800m eastern loop (which follows the
and returns along the beach ).

road out towards the cemetery

The heritage values of the remaining buildings, the landscapes, the vistas, the
highl ighted in future interpretation.

social values and the ruins will be

Karratha Mountain Bike Park

Mountain biking is undoubtedly a popular activity in the Shire of Roebourne,

particularly in Karratha, and the popularity is increasing.
trails or areas
legitimate activity. Consequently, mountain biking occurs

bikers have no formal

of Karratha 7 and elsewhere

At present

The proposal is to assess areas of the Karratha region to identify suitable sites (or,

preferably, one s ite) where the

different types of mountain biking can be

accommodated. It is common to cluster the various mountain biking activities into

one consolidated

Mulataga Trail

The new residential areas
proposed for develop ment to the
east of the existing urbanised area
of Karratha will need to be
connected to other existing and
proposed trails of the area

It is proposed that a walk trail be
developed around and through the
hills to the east of Karratha Road
(subject to Abo riginal heritage
approvals) with a connection
across Karratha Road to the Visitor
Centre and hence to the existing
Yaburara Heritage Trails.

This project will examine the
potential for a series of trail
circuits in this hilly region, and the
most appropria te locations for
connecting trails to and from the

ar ea

rich cultural heritage. It shoul

Mulataga area and the Karratha Visitor Centre

Yaburara Heritage Trail upgrade project

The recently prepared
devel opment
tracks that form part of the current

Yaburara Heritage Trail Upgrading Plan
od | &dn &G t tahedardatha Hills) based on the existing

known as a

Harding Dam is an outstanding attraction and
features outstanding views, amazing birdlife and a

for a proposed

Yaburara Heritage Trail alignment.

When upgraded and promoted, these 5 trails will provide local people and visitors

to the region with a range of
locations on the Karratha Hills, their
difficulty .

The Pilbara Rocks GeoTour Project

spectacular
differing lengths and

walk trail experien
varying

As highlighted in the (draft) revised Municipal Heritage Inventory, the region
and European history. The intention of the

contains a rich array of Aboriginal
pr op o sGealouio

project i

S

interesting sites, events and stories in the region for promotion.

Development of the sites recommended in this project will result
of places that visitors and local people can select from (and visit
according to their interests (rather than

mountain
where mountain biking is accepted as a
unsanctioned on the hills

d be one site selected
6geotourd

recommends the

ces due to their
level s of

14

6mount ai

t o accessibbec impdrténeandno s t

in a smorgasbord
T by caror4wWD ),
following a defined and signposted route).

n

bi

k e
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9) Karratha Bridle Trall

Horse riding is popular in Karratha, despite the h eat. The number of members of
the club is constantly rising and there is a waiting list for yards at the Agistment
Centre.

Horse riders already use  a myriad of tracks  to the south of the Karratha Hills East
area. A clearly signposted trailis recommended , as well as continued access north
to the beach

This project involves fieldwork to ascertain the most suitable location for a bridle
trail circuit in the vicinity of the Agistment Centre along Robins Road.

10) Dampier Heritage and Fitness Trail upgrade project

The Dampier Heritage and Fitness Trail circuits already exist. Given the emphasis of
this Trails Master Plan is to cater for local people (as well as visitors) it is
considered important to ensure that local trails are attractive and well used.

The propos ed project involves determining improvements to the existing fitness
circuits (concrete footpaths). Some of the possible improvements would include the
installation of interpretation at selected locations, improved directional signposting
and additionsto the path network

11) Point Samson Heritage Trail upgrade project

At present 5 separate trails are promoted for use by visitors and local people in the

Point Samson area. These include a Heritage Trail that utilises roads and concrete

paths around the Point Sa  mson area, and 4 others that use gravel roads and sandy
tracks, including one that follows the former Roebourne I Point Samson tramway
as far as Popeds Nose Bridge.

The Point Samson Heritage Trail requires upgrading. The proposed project is to
completely r evamp the trail route to provide logical start and end points (ie.
trailheads), and to determine where improvements are required (such as additional
sections of path, directional sighage and interpretation).

12) Wickham Tank Hill Trail

Tank Hill lookout at Wic  kham provides outstanding views in all directions, enabling
visitors to the lookout to enjoy 360 ° vistas over the town and the surrounding
natural and built landscape.

It is intended that a circuit trail be established around Tank Hill, with easy access to
the trail from the nearby residential area.

The proposed 1,000 i 1,500m trail would be attractive to visitors to the

town/region, as well as a place where local people could exercise. The route of the
proposed trail has not been determined, but would foll ow ridgelines, creek valleys
and existing tracks and pass rock outcrops and a variety of vegetation types.

In addition to the trails development/upgrading projects listed above, another important
task (or trails -related project) for the shire is a Marketin g and Promotion Program.

A series of new (and upgraded existing) trails will be developed through the programs set
out above . When in place, they will need to be better promoted. This is best achieved

through a concerted effort at compiling information, an  d publishing it in the form of simple
but aesthetically pleasing brochures/maps , web sites and phone apps

In proposing a total of 12 projects this Trails  Master Plan recognises that the Shire  of
Roebourne already has a number of existing trails and it has a limited capacity  to construct
and maintain more trails . It is more appropriate to embark upon a restricted program of

activity 1 butonethatis achievable i ratherthan a list of projects that could well seem
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too daunting to even attempt. The emphasis therefore is to build on what the Shire
already has, and then selectively over the coming years add to that suite of trails.

Education and Life Long Learning

The Trails Master plan also offers strategies for using the trails as a focus for a variety of
education and learning scenarios. These range from formal school based programs linked

to the Australian Curriculum and highlighting the local history of the region, to informal

family centred discovery experiences such as the Roaming with Red Dog trail. The se
strategies are desc ribed in detail in Section 10.

A Program of Delivery

This Trails Master Plan sets out a te n-year implementation program for the Trails Master
Plan projects.

A range of grant programs is outlined in the report, which support various el ements of the
program. The shire will need to be ready to make a pplications for a share of funds from
the various grant programs , and this Trails Master Plan will facilitate that process.

The costs estimates set out in this Trails Master Plan are based on full commercial rates
(using contractors and consultants). Savings can be made using volunteers for some tasks
(such as research for background information to support the trails).

Key stakeholders other than the Shire of Roebourne could accomplish some of the
proposed projects T and get them implemented sooner. For example, the Ngarluma

Aboriginal Corporation (NAC) could assume control of the upgrading of the Yaburara

Heritage Trail; the  Ngarluma and Yindjibarndi Foundation Ltd (NYFL) could take ownership
of the proposed leramugadu Bush Tucker Trail ;the Burrup Mountain Bike Club could take
control of the proposed Karratha MTB Park project; and the Karratha & King Bay Horse &
Pony Club could take ownership of the project to develop the Karratha Bridle Trail . These
organisations could seek funding from some of the major corporate entities operating in

the region and use those funds/sponsorship when applying to Lotterywest or any of the

other funding programs outlined in this Trails Master Plan.

Summary and Co sts

The Shire of Roebourne is fortunate to have an enviable array of historical, physical and
geographical attri  butes T including the petroglyphs of the Burrup Peninsula and the
Karratha Hills (as well as elsewhere in the region) , the heritage buildings of Roebourne

and Cossack , the Aboriginal history, the rich European exploration and settlement history
and the current natural resource developments

This Trails Master Plan sets out a simple project -focussed program designed to deliver the
maximum benefits  to the widest cross -section of the community. It does not focus solely
on developing new trails, but recognises there are trails already in existence It
recommends the upgrading of a number of these, and enshrin es the requirement for
quality and carefully targeted marketing and promotion.

The estimated cost of implementing the trails program set out in this Trails Master Plan is
$3.079 million (+ GST). The proposed Trails Marketing and Promotion Program will add
another $55,000 .

The implementation program is spread over a suggested 10-year period.

Developing trails in this part of Western Australia is expensive . However, the benefits are
great and there are  numerous funding programs that would provide funding for individual

trail development projects. There are also numerous potential corporate sponsors who

may be willing to provide substantial sponsorship towards development of the proposed

trails.
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Recommendations

It is recommended that the Shire of Roebourne :

0 Resolve to endorse the Shire of Roebourne Trails Master Plan and seek to
implement the recommendations contained therein.

0 Refer this Trails Master Plan to the following organisations for review and comment:

=

Ngarluma Aboriginal Co  rporation

Ngarluma and Yindjibarndi Foundation Ltd
Juluwarlu Aboriginal ~ Corporation

Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation

Burrup Mountain Bike Club

Karratha & King Bay Horse & Pony Club
Roebourne Visitor Centre

Karratha Visitor Centre

Department of Environment and Conservation

Dampier Community Association

=A =4 =4 A 4 -4 4 A -4 -4

Point Samson Community  Association

0 Consider an annual allocation to supplement grants from other sources to
implement the projects contained within the Roebourne Trails Master Plan.

0 Seek funds from other sources (including major corporate entities in the Pilbara)
and funding pro grams for the projects contained within the Shire of Roebourne
Trails Master Plan.

o Provide support to the Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation for its proposed Ngarluma
Country Trail Plan.

o If external funding can be sourced, make arrangements for a portion of t he work
time of an officer of the Shire of Roebourne to be dedicated to trails and
implementation of this Trails Master Plan.

o Establish an annual allocation of funds for trail maintenance.

o Establish a Friends of Roebourne Shire Trails to assist with trail maintenance and
promotional activities.

o Promote links to the Local History section of the Library to encourage public
research associated with various trails.

0 Encourage the Library to arrange a schools research liaison person to assist schools
in local res earch projects.

o Prepare aninformation package i such as abooklet 1 that contains maps and other
details about the Shire of Roebourne trails .

0 Add the recommended new trail signs to the Shire of Roebourne Corporate Style
Guide.
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SECTION 1: PROJECT O BJECTI VES AND METHODOLOGY

1.1 Background

The Shire of Roebourne, with funding support from Lotterywest, has commissioned the

National Trust of Australia (WA) (NTWA) to prepare this Trails Master Plan for the Shire of

Roebourne . The NTWA has sub -contracted Trans plan Pty Ltd and Mike Lefroy.

The vision of the National Trust is to remain the pre -eminent organisation promoting the
conservation and interpretation of Western Australi .
Aboriginal) and educating the community about the use of this cultural heritage for the

long -term social, economic and environmental benefit of the community.

The National Trust recognises that trails represent an important education and learning
tool for a community to increase its knowledge, awarene ss, understanding and
commitment to its cultural heritage , and contributes to the conservation of natural,
Aboriginal and historic heritage values

The widely held impression of a 6 t r a m todte or mthway which has as its primary land

usage any one of - or combination of - recreational walking /hiking/running , mountain
biking or horse riding - and which passes through or has a strong connection to the natural
environment.

Trails in this context refer primarily to non -motorised users (cyclists, walkers, horse
riders). (See Section 1. 5).

This Trails Master Plan provide s the framework to direct the development of trailsin the
Shire of Roebourne to ensure they are well planned, managed, resourced, promoted and
maintained and, where practical, linked to ext ernal trails networks and wider regional

trails.

The purpose of this study is the production of a conceptual plan that will identify existing
trails and assist in forward planning for the provision of new trails throughout the Shire of
Roebourne .

The proje ctinclude s an overview report detailing existing trails and potential new trails,
and management and maintenance of existing trails and the construction and
infrastructure development of new trails.

The shire has a variety of historic sites and heritage a ssets, and these too could well be
linked by trails. Therefore the importance of trails in increasing environmental awareness

and heritage conservation, as well as providing recreational and tourist potential to

residents and visitors to the Shire is param ount.

1.2 Purpose and Need for this Trails Master Plan

Trail sé planning does n o planeixparsof a broaderiagpmdctaltyi othe Thi s
Shire of Roebourne to provide growth that meets community, environmental and economic
goals, and enhances the quality of life for residents of the Shire.

As set out in the Project Brief, the Shire of Roebourne requires a Trails Master Plan to
provide direction for the management and development of trails across the Shire

Trails are not an isolated product i they link with a whole range of other planning
processes 1 tourism, open space planning, regional planning, economic development, and
natural resource management planning. Trails need to be placed in a wider context of

other issues. (See Section 3 which dea Is with a range of background information and
reports that have helped shape the outcomes of this Trails Master Plan).

Experience elsewhere indicates that recreational trails can indeed be a focal point for
quality tourism with the right infrastructure and the right packaging. Recreational trails
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can be a significant component of a sustainable tourism industry capitalising on
outstanding natural assets.

The Project Brief states that the main target group would be local residents . However the
Shire would als o be interested in developing trails that would attract visitors to the region
and specific -interest groups such as mountain bikers, especially in areas where these trails

can link to existing towns and services bringing economic benefitsto  the local comm unity .

The area offers a broad spectrum of possible trail types and standards and the
development of a trails master plan will allow the various governments, private and
community organisations to effectively, cooperatively and appropriately plan for the
future, with potential in some cases to link with potential future trails in other
municipalities.

A series of trails would serve the following purposes.

1. Enable convenient and safe access to natural areas of the Shire for local residents
and visitors to the  towns of the Shire.

2. Provide a safe recreational asset in close proximity to the towns of the Shire.

3. Provide an attraction to tourists that would educate them about the natural |,
Aboriginal and historic values of the Shire of Roebourne .

4. Provide an opportuni ty for an integrated community project; i.e. community
involvement in all aspects of the trail from track alignment to design to signage and
rehabilitation of the areads vegetation.

5. Incorporate Aboriginal heritage (especially in interpretive signage).

6. Supp ort the historical significance and status of the towns of Roebourne and
Cossack (and other locations and sites within the Shire of Roebourne ).

1.3 Scope of the Trails Master Plan I the Project Brief

The project brief, as issued by the Shire of Roebourne, sets out the following

Project Overview

The Shire aims to audit the existing trails (creating a baseline inventory) and develop a

Master Plan for the provision of trails and tracks. The Master Plan should identify the

tracks and trails which can be furt her developed to create a formal and managed network.
Additionally, the consultant will be required to investigate any potential trails, whether

they are conceptual or physical. Conceptual trails include linkages through places and

towns via arange of tra  nsport which often involves a cultural or spiritual journey.

Project Rationale

The Master Plan will meet the needs of an increasing population and demands of the
tourist and the residents who enjoy outdoor activities. This result is a need for increased
recreational activities which are safe and well managed. It is envisaged the formal network
would accommodate the following activities and community groups;

- Walking.

- Equestrian.

- Cycling (mountain bike).
- Duathlons.

- Bird Watching.

- Photography

- Rogaining.
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Trails are also useful as ways to provide access to cultural and natural heritage. In this

way they are useful for a number of community groups, particularly Aboriginal people, to

give managed access to their heritage as well as providing social and economic b enefits to
their community. Trails are an opportunity for people to learn and explore local culture and
landscapes. There is a great chance to use trails such as this (the Yaburara Trail is a great

example) for cross cultural awareness training for new peo ple in town and for mining
company inductions.

For the wider community these trails will provide opportunities to walk, socialise, exercise
and reflect whilst exploring the unique history, geology, ecology and culture of the Pilbara
region.

Scope of Servic  es

The Consultant will, under the direction of the Shire of Roebourne, be required to develop

the Master Pl an for the Shireodts Tracks and Trail s

Audit Existing Tracks and Trails.
1 Condition of Track/Trail and its infrastructure.
1 General Use of eac h Track/Trail.
91 If there is any specific heritage or relevance to the Track/Trail.
1 Provide mapped inventory - ldentify location, route and any trail infrastructure
(trail head, parking, signage -interpretation, directi
brochures, websites, etc) of known trails/tracks in the Roebourne Shire
1 An information sharing process shall be established with the following
organisations;
o0 Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation
Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation
Department of Environment and Conservation
Department of Sport and Recreation
Department of Indigenous Affairs
Other Government Agencies as relevant
Other Community Groups as relevant
Karratha Visitor Centre
Karratha Small Business Centre
Appropriate recreation groups
Appropriate environmental grou ps

O OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0oOOoOOo

Key Tracks/Trails

The Consultant will be required to begin identifying key tracks and trails in order to shape
and proposed formal network moving forward which would be maintained and managed.
This stage should include;

Outline of Primary and Secondary Tracks/Trails.
Key theme for interpretation and education based on heritage learnt in stage 1.
Examine multi use options.
Examine against the proposed growth development of townships and hard
infrastructure.
Identify key audiences and their trail requireme nts
Identify current and future marketing and promotional opportunities.
Place the trails plan in a broader trails context T regional, state
Key consultation if not done as part of stage 1
Identify potential trails.
o Provide an overview of the location,
o Extent (route),
o Trail type, and
o Keythemes.
Identify current and future marketing and promotional opportunities.
Develop marketing and promotion guidelines

E R I ]
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1 Provide recommendations on governance, native title, Aboriginal sites and

insurance issues on existing
Preparation of Master Plan draft.
Present back to Community Consultation organisations as a part of the

f
f

information sharing process.
1 Preparation of Master Plan final.

Detailed Design

tracks/trails.

1  Development of detailed schematic design based on Master

Plan. This includes

the following;
o Signhage
0 Materials used
0 Any alterations to current tracks/trails
o Methodology for managing heritage sites if required.
o Order of probable costs
The above would only be for existing trails. New trails as (if) identified in st age 2 would

require trails planning as a separate exercise.

1.4 Methodology

In common with other Trails Master Plans, this project

establish the desired outcomes.

Background Research

i the first stage of the preparation o

uses the following methodology to

f this Trails Master Plan was

to review background material that may influence the supply of, or demand for, trails
Roebourne . In particular, any information pertaining to existing trails,
s collected and reviewed. The intention was

within the Shire of

or proposed trail projects, within the Shire wa

to compile a list of existing trails, their user group
background information
preparation for the fieldwork.
the towns and region, and especially in Karratha, was

planning .

Information abo

s, their condition and relevant

Initial Discussions with client to confirm requirements of brief

to establish the desired outcome

. During this stage, digital mapping data was obtained in
ut likely urban and industrial expansion in
gathered to assist the overall

T it was imperative

s sought by the Client, and to clarify the requirements of

the Brief. Initial discussions revealed the intentions of the Client, the prevailing attitudes
towards trails development, the role of trails within the local communities, and importantly
some loca | insight into the availability of, and scope for, trails within the Shire of
Roebourne . It became clear that the primary purpose of this Trails Master Plan was to

enhance the é6liveabilityd of the towns in the
Meeting with key st akeholders 1 the input from interested local people and key

stakeholders (such as  various Aboriginal groups, the mountain bike and horse riding clubs,
the visitor centres and the Department of Environment and Conservation) was crucial to

the successful pre paration and implementation of this Trails Master Plan. In any

community there are individuals and groups  with interests in cultural, social,

environmental, heritage and historical issues that have a vital role to play in shaping the

Plan.

Field work 7 ther e is no substitute for actually walking (or cycling) existing trails, and

assessing areas for possible new trails development. Visiting existing trails enables a
comprehensive account of the condition of each trail to be compiled . These include such
matter s as signage, trail su rface, maintenance requirements and interpretation needs . The

in-the -field assessment of natural areas and other trail opportunities provided ideas about
future trail development possibilities.

Report writing

i following background re

search, consultation and in

-the -field assessment

of existing and future trail opportunities, all relevant information was compiled and

Shi

re
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distilled down into a report that dealt with all matters set out in the Brief. In the case of

the Shire of Roebourne Trails Master Plan, the essential tasks were to compile an account

of the nature and condition of all existing trails, make recommendations about the need

for additional trails (ie. a 6gapé analysis) and
priorities to the Shire.

Further discussions and consultation T upon completion of the fieldwork, and during
the preparation of the draft plan, it was necessary to follow up with various stakeholders

to clarify matters. This often involve d additional meetings and/or disc ussions with key
stakeholders to clarify regulations and requirements, or to elicit feedback on ideas and

draft proposals. Meetings with key representatives of stakeholder groups were held in
Roebourne and Karratha to discuss possible trail projects.

Mappi ng 1 ofthe trails, an essential element of the Master Plan , involved an overall map
showing the location of all existing trails, and a second map illustrating the recommended
location for the suite of proposed trails. Individual plans (on aerial photograp hy) were also
produced for each proposed new trail.

Submission of Draft Report to Client for review T upon completion of the draft plan
and mapping, the report is submitted to the Client for initial review and feedback.

Public Review of Draft Report T the community usually has between two and four
weeks to review the proposals contained within the Draft Report. Their comments will be

collated by the Client, and passed on to the Consultant. Comments received on the Draft
Report will be incorporated into the final version of the Trails Master Plan.

Receipt and consideration of submission from the community T interested
stakeholders and persons in the community are invited to provide feedback on the Draft
Plan to the Shire of  Roebourne , which is then be passed on to the Consultant. All
comments received on the Draft Plan are taken into consideration in the preparation of the
final Trails Master Plan.

Preparation of final Trails Master Plan 1 following receipt of comments from the Client,
stakeholders and intere  sted community members, the final Trails Master Plan is prepared
and submitted to the Client for consideration and adoption by the Council. Should the

Trails Master Plan be adopted, action should commence soon after, with funding to be

sought for the immed iate implementation of highest priority tasks identified in the Plan.

1.5 Definition of a O6Trail

From extensive discussions over many years in Australia and overseas, itis clearthat the
concept of a trail means different things to different people.

For this project to provide effective results it has been important to cl arify the definition of
a Trail inthe local context.

In Western Australia the definition of a trail has been recently set out in the Western

Australia Trails Strategy 2009 i 2015 ( Department of Sport and Recreation 2008 ):

Trails are areas that provide an opportunity for the community to experience recreational,
health & wellbeing, environmental, economic and/or cultural enrichment through
interaction with the environment. This includes;

Areas used for active and passive pursuits;
Areas used for motorised and non motorised activities;
Defined (or formally recognised) and undefined trails;

Land (eg. walking and cycling) and aquatic (eg. diving, snorkelling or canoeing) trails;

O O O O o

Trails with in metropolitan and regional areas; and,
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0 Areas administered on behalf of the community by local government and the DEC. In
some situations, trails may also pass through areas of privately owned land.

This is the definition that will be used throughout this Trails Master Plan.

1.6 Some Underlying Philosophies

Constructing and maintaining trails can be an expensive undertaking. The history of the
development of trails in Western Australia has demonstrated that there are limited funds
available for the constr  uction of trails 1 and few, if any, funding programs provide money
for the maintenance of trails.

The lack of maintenance has plagued the trails world in Western Australia. All too often the
maintenance of a trail is left in the hands of some willing, enth usiastic (and capable)
volunteer group . But over time personnel in the volunteer group changes, enthusiasm
wanes or focus changes. When that happens the trail surface deteriorates through neglect.
Paths erode , vegetation becomes overgrown, trail signage di sappears and

brochures/leaflets become out of date or  non -existent. The trail then is no longer suitable

for use. The original expense and effort in developing the trail has been wasted.

This is the case with the Yaburara Heritage Trail. Developed in 1988, it has suffered
significantly in the last 25 ye ars because of a lack of maint enance, misuse by illegal
activities (such as trail bikes, mountain bikes and 4WDs) and by cyclonic weather. Its

current state reflects the absence of an effective maintenance program .

It is imperative that the proponents of trail projects be aware that over -ambitious trail
development programs may fail due to limited availability of funds and other resources for
upkeep and visitor safety

Care must therefore be taken to ensure th e proposed trails network be thoughtfully put
together.

In this regard, it is makes more sense to have a few QUALITY trails rather than a vast
QUANTITY of poorly constructed, poorly maintained and little used trails.

When proposing a trails network, there fundamental questions must be answered:
1 Where is the money going to come from?
1 Who is going to use the trail?

1 Who is going to maintain the trail?

Proposing a long list of trails projects can be counter -producti ve. When faced with a
daunting and expensive list of trail development or upgrading projects, a community can
often abandon plans for the trails network as it all becomes too hard.

This Trails Master Plan  therefore proposes a number of specific projects that have the
potential to deliver solid and real benefits to the Shire of Roebourne . It recognises the
needs and demands of local residents and visitors, and it takes advantage of the diverse
range of attractive landscapes and powerful stories  on offer.

This Trails Master Plan also recognises that the re are existing trails in the Shire of
Roebourne 1 and more in adjoining local government areas (including in the Millstream
Chichester National Park)

1.7 The Benefits of Trails

Right across Australia the many benefits of well -planned and promoted trails are being
recognised by a range of agencies from National Park services to tourism departments,
and from Local Governments to a host of health organisations.
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It is now well recognised that recreation trails perform a number of highly beneficial roles
in the broader community. The Western Australian  Trails Strategy 200 91 2015
(Department of Sport and Recreation 2008 ) provides a succinct summary of these. The
Strategy state s (page 12):
U Trail users identify numerous benefits from the use of trails, includin g the sense of
well being, unwinding and relaxing, closeness to nature and ability to both spend
time with family and friends and time on their own. ( Source: Market Equity Trails Research,
2004 )
0 Trails are a key enabler of community access to sport, recrea tion, adventure and

challenge. Physical activity has been associated with many benefits.

U 63 per cent of Western Australians walk for recreation, nine per cent cycle for
recreation. (Source: Market Equity Trails Research, 2004 )

U Regular physical activity is widely recognised as protective against the overall

burden of disease.  (Source: Mathers C., Vos T., & Stevenson C. (1999). The burden of disease and
injury in Australia. Canberra: Canberra Institute of Health and Welfare )

U There is clear evidence of the ben efits of physical activity in preventing and tre ating

obesity and depression. (Source s: Roberts C.K. & Barnard R.J. (2005, January). Effects of exercise

and diet on chronic disease. Journal of Applied Physiology. 98(1), 3 -30. And Warburton Darren. E., Nico |,
Crystal Whitney, & Bredin, Shannon. D (2006, March) Prescribing exercise as preventative therapy.

Canadian Medical Association Journal, 174(6), 801 i 809)

U Research confirms the mental health benefits of physical activ ity in a Anatur al

environment.  (Source: Pretty, J., Peacock, J., Sellens, M., & Griffin, M. (2005, October). The mental
and physical health outcomes of green exercise. International Journal of Environmental Health Research,
15(5), 319 -337)

Trails provide an opportunity to conserve and inter pret heritage values. They enable
engagement of the community with heritage values and can help change attitudes and
habits.

Trails provide economic benefits through trail construction and user spending. These
benefits are often enjoyed by regional areas.

U  Trail construction invested $9 million into the community between 1988 -2007.

U Individual users on major trails spend an average of $72 (1 day) to $737 (4 days).
(Sources: Bibbulmun Track Foundation; Colmar Brunton. (2003). Bibbulmun Track User Research
Report. Perth, Western Australia).

U Total revenue generated by the Bibbulmun Track (an example of a major WA trail)

exceeded $21 million per annum. (Sources: Bibbulmun Track Foundation; Colmar Brunton.
(2003). Bibbulmun Track User Research Report. Perth, Wester n Australia).

Trails also provide an avenue for community development and an opportunity to engage
the enthusiasm of volunteers. Volunteerism is a significant input into the Australian
economy.

1.8 Local Use of Trails

Development of a trail network will bring benefit s to local residents, visitors and those that
depend on the tourism industry. Development of a trail network will give local people
opportunities  to recreate outdoor s, will deliver significant health benefits and encourage

the community 6 @ppre ciation of the high quality natural resource on their doorstep.

In particular, this Trails Master Plan proposes several projects of direct benefit to local
people in their home environment , such as upgrading of the trails in Dampier and
Karratha, and new trails in Roebourne and Wickham

The re-development of heritage trails in Roebourne , Cossack and Point Samson will be of
value t o current and former residents ( as well as visitors) providing a historical overview of
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the development of a town and keeping a live the rich history of the region , its pioneers
and its prominent residents.

1.9 Demand for Trails

1.9.1 What Do People Do?

The 2007 Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey reports on the propensity of Australians
to participate in trail  -related activitie s at a general level:

0 33% of survey respondents across Australia participated in walking, making it the
most popular form of activity. This figure marks an increase of 24% since the first
survey in 2001.

0 9.7% of survey respondents across Australia particip ated in cycling, making it the
fourth most popular form of activity. This figure marks an increase of 11% since the
first survey in 2001.

0 5.7% of survey respondents across Australia participated in bushwalking, making it
the seventh most popular form of a ctivity. This figure marks an increase of 17% since
the first survey in 2001.

0 Regular participation in non -organised physical activities (such as walking,
bushwalking and cycling) was highest among people with university degrees (39.4%)

or diplomas (37.8% ).

The difference betwdweébudWwalakikngdg 6.arisaré now sendost i ng

be a resource for the larger group (walkers), as much or more than they are for the
smaller, more traditional bushwalk ers (ie. those who would traditionally used a map and
compass to navigate their way in the bush)

People usingtrails who woul d not have considered themselves 6

todayoés trail devel opment across Australia.

In Walk WA: A Walking Strategy for Western Australia 2007 I 2020, the propensity of
Western Australians to walk and undertake physical activity is analysed. The strategy

quotes from the Physical Activity of Western Australian Adults Survey 2002 , where walking
for recreation was the most popular activity recorded, regardless of gender. Walking for
recreation was found more popular among females (70%) than males (55%) and tended

to increase with age, peaking in the 45 -59 years age group (68%). Walking for recreation

was most popular in the 60+ years age group for men (65%) and the 45 -59 years age
group for women (75%). In children, walking for exercise and walking the dog were

among the most prevalent activities classified

Among the major settings for physical activity, the streetscape is the most popular sett ing
(56%), with 17% using public parks, 14% using cycle and walk paths and 12% using the

beach. The 6éstreetscaped and o6épublic parks and
adults.

Walking as a form of recreation is growing in popularity, as it is versatile, does not require
club membership, payment of facility fees or a long -term commitment, in order to
participate. Walking is low impact, can be performed individually, in a social group or with

family members  or the family dog. Just like their owne rs, dogs get health benefits from
physical activity. Walking can become a more popular physical activity option for those

who see time, age, family commitments or poor health as barriers to increasing physical

activity levels.

It is worth noting that cycl ing (on and off -road) is also a popular and growing  recreational
activity .
The (Draft) Western Australian State Mountain Bike Strategy provides the following key

facts:

as 6.

oval
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o Participation in cycling has increased by 45% between 2001 and 2010.

0 There are an esti  mated 65,000 to 96,000 people participating in mountain biking in
WA. This is higher than participation levels for netball, football and soccer.

o0 Langford Park trail network recorded an increase in visitation from 23, 000 to 42,000
in just one year

0 Onetra il in the Kalamunda network recorded 25,000 riders in just 6 months

0 Visitstothe Goat Farm in Greenmount, on the outskirts of Perth, increased by 33%
from 2011 to 2012

0 Marinup and Turner Hill in Dwellingup have recorded a 44% and 27% increase in
riders over the last year.

0 70% of bicycles sold in Australia in 2005 were mountain bikes

0 There are approximately 75,000 T 96 000 mountain bikes being purchased in WA each
year.

At a general level, bikes have outsold cars over the last nine years . Last year, bik es
outsold cars by a healthy 38 per cent (this margin has increased every year since 2001).
Most households own a bike. Over 1.2 million bikes were sold in 2005; most of these were
hybrid and mountain bikes (Australian Bicycle Council ).

Both walking and ¢ ycling have a core of participants who engage in their activity very
frequently ,thatis, atleast once or more per week.

Horse riding is an activity enjoyed by a relatively small number of participants (around 3%

of respondents  to surveys undertaken by Tr ansplan Pty Ltd ). Horse riding demand can also
be highly localised 7 certain localities attract residents who are horse riders. The lack of
designated places to ride horses is often an issue raised in public consultation.

1.9.2 What are tourists looking for?

It is also critical to consider the needs of visitors as they provide much of the economic

benefits associated with trail development. Recreation trails provide an important piece of
tourism infrastructure and provide experiences in the ecotourism mar ket. Visitors are
interested in what is local and authentic. Successful tourism destinations are built on

factors that give a place its own distinctive character. These factors are lifestyle, heritage,
cultural activities, landscape, flora and fauna; chara cteristics of the basic tourism product
of most destination s. Recreation al trails provide opportunities to highlight many of these
characteristics.

1.9.3 How long do people spend on trails?

A Victorian study (prepared for the Victorian Trails Strategy 20 05 - 2010) found that there

is a clear preference for shorter walks (up to 6 kilometres and taking between 30 minutes

and 2 hours to walk), on both metropol it anstudynid &ér e mi
South Australia supports this conclusion with 7 6% of walkers using trails for less than 2

hours. A study in Geelong found that the average duration of a walk is 50 minutes (with

the highest numbers walking between 21 -30 minutes and 51  -60 minutes). ( Source: City of

Greater Geelong 2003 ).
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SECTION 2: CON SULTATION
The following notes summarise discussions held with major stakeholders during the course
of the preparation of this Trails Master Plan. A full record of these meetings and
discussions in contained in Appendix 1.
Consultation with Shire of Roebourne Staff
Murujuga National Park is not part of the area of responsibility of this brief.
Need to be realistic about what the Shire can achieve. If the recommended set of
proposals is too big, the Shire wonoét rol

Keen on tracks and trails for local peopletouse. Creating fAliveabl

important to the Shire than the tourism benefits of trails.

There is a need for linkages from the proposed Mulataga residential development
through the hills to the Yaburara Heritage Trail.

There is alsoa need to provide options for tourists to experience the environment
of the region.

Keen for trails / pathways that fulfil several purposes including commuting, cultural,
historical.

Cross shire opportunities should be investigated (that Shire of Roebourne could
develop in partnership with adjoin ing local governments).
Indicated that development of paths/trails along the coastal dunes (and

mangroves) along Searipple Road and Mystery Road would be the responsibility of
the developers of the Mulataga area.

Consultation with Karratha Visitors Centre

1

= =4 4 -2

e

The Yaburara Heritage Trail  has a number of issues including lack of promotion and

maintenance.

The Warlu Way drive trail is regarded as a white elephant.

Visitors want a Pilbara experience. Looking f or low cost thin  gs to do.
There are few Aboriginal cultural experiences available in the region.

Suggested the following priority projects:

Walk trail at Searipple Rd, involving a lookout, an upgraded car park etc.
Upgrading of the Yaburara Heritage Trail.

Upgrading oft he Cossack Heritage Trail 1 and Cossack in general.
Walk trails at Hearsons Cove and into Deep Gorge.

Consultation with Burrup Mountain Bike Club

Club has numerous race/riding tracks, but none are yet officially recognised.

Seeks a piece of land where they can legitimately carry out various mountain biking
activities.
I's wanting to dewaelkop wheMEBsfeveral types

of

disciplines can occur, for example cross country, skills courses, jumps and downhill .

t ou

ci ti

mour
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1 Major focus of club is getting an area of land south of BMX for its various MTB
activities. It also wants to legitimise their existing trails on the south side of the
Karratha hills.

Approximately 16km of MTB tracks exist on the south side of the Karratha Hills.

Club is considering deve  lopment of a cycling connection to Millstream National Park
via Harding Dam, Cooya Pooya Station, Spring Station and Hicks Gap. It could
become an epic fAPil bara Trail Ri deo.

Consultation with Ngarluma and Yindjibarndi Foundation Ltd (NYFL)

1 An Aboriginal Cu ltural Centre is proposed on the east side of the main road. An
amphitheatre has already been developed. Part of the proposal associated with the
Cultural Centre is a walk trail along the Harding River.

1 NYFL is proposing to operate tours out of the Cultura | Centre, to places such as the
Burrup Peninsula, Balla Balla, &émini Deep Gorgebé

1 The development of Aboriginal tourism businesses is high on their list of priories.
This would include employment of local guides.

I The Cultural Centre will become a retail po int for all tours / trails

Consultation with Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation (NAC)

Enthusiastic about a bush tucker trail.

Anecdotal information from travellers is that th
Aboriginal people in the region.

Keen on interpreti  ve signage on trails in Roebourne and elsewhere in the region.

Stated that stories of Aboriginal involvement in pearli ng at Cossack need to be
heard.
1 There are issues with people going to culturally inappropriate areas wi thin the

Murujuga National Park

1 NAC is looking at Indigenous tourism. They have plans to purchase a vessel capable
of accommodating 14 or 15 people. Possible islands tour to add to the suite of
existing and planned tours
1 NAC has developed a web site that shows Aboriginal sites throughout t he region.

Stories have been collected from Elders and these have been progressively added
to the website

Consultation with Roebourne Visitor Centre

1 Very supportive of a new Heritage Trail for Roebourne. Is interested in better
interpretation in town and at the historic buildings.

1 More information is needed at Harding Dam. It is a very popular area, and th e pool
attracts numerous birds.

1 Advised that Port Samson Heritage Trail brochure supersedes the earlier
information on 4 walks prepared by the Po int Sams on Community Association.

1 Very interested in Geocaching as a means of attracting visitors to Roebourne and
the Visitor Centre, and in keeping them longer in town.
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Supportive of trail around the pool in Harding River. Should be a self -guided tralil,
but also lends itself to guided Aboriginal tours.

Stated that many visitors enjoy walking and would walk around town following an
in-town heritage trail.

Visitors take brochures, but are very reluctant to pay for any.

Is enthusiastic towards geocaches. Believes it could bring additional visitors to the
Visitor Centre.

Confirmed that most visitors still enjoy reading interpretive signs, but also sees a
future for digital information. We are currently in a transition stage

Consultation with Juluwarlu Aboriginal Corporation

1

f
f

General / widespread support for walk trail around the pool in town. A proposal for
a walk trail along the Harding River has been around for about 10 years.

Easily damaged and fading signs have been an issue fo r the Shire. Longer life
anodised sign s are preferred.

There needs to be a booklet prepared on the various trails that are available for
local people and visitors. The Shire has funds available for preparation and printing
of a booklet.

Is keen on the development of apps for smart phones.

Very supportive of rusty steel interpretation for an in -town heritage trail

Consultation with Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation and Department for Environment and
Conservation

1

Although the Murujuga National Park Management Plan is now finalise d, nothing is
6st i n .Fhedanagement Plan indicates a range of possible outcomes.

The Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation wants to communicate the broader values of
the area to the wider community. There is a need to educate visitors about various
facets of visitingt  he National Park, including the dangers, the cultural values of the
area and the need to respect the land.

There is support for water  -based trails around the islands, although the MAC is
keen for guided tours to and through the islands, as it would generat e jobs and
income.

There are already vehicular tracks that may provide opportunities for access
through the National Park.
Murujuga Park Council will undertake future consideration of visitor access and

where this may occur and will make decisions on openi ng up or closing off areas of
the National Park

Consultation with Karratha & King Bay Horse & Pony Club (and Karratha Agistment Centre)

f

Currently there are few restrictions on where horse riders go riding. However, hard
rocky ground is difficult for hors es and riders and dictates where horses can be
ridden.

In favour of a designated trail (with signage etc) as new people with horses do not
know where they can ride. A designated and marked trail around the perimeter of
the Agistment Centre would be very useful for young and inexperienced riders
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1 Would like to continue accessing the beaches, but fear they may in the future be
prevented from doing this in the future

91 Tracks throughout hills are too rough and rocky for horse riding. Riders use tracks
to south of Agistment Centre, including through the arboretum.

1 The club is about to receive the parcel of land from the Shire that used to be the
rubbish tip. It will be rehabilitated and developed into additional agistment yards
and an activities area.

1 Currentlyt here is a waiting list for yards within the Agistment Centre, indicating a
growth in the number of people owning and using horses in the Karratha area

30
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SECTION 3: BACKGROUN D INFORMATION

The Shire of Roebourne has developed a number of documents and plans that have been
considered when making recommendations on the future development of trails in the
Shire.

Many documents have been reviewed in the preparation of this Trails Master Plan. Not all
are listed below. The documents of greatest interest are:

0 Yaburara Heritage Trail Management and Interpretation Plan (2010)
Yaburara Heritage Trail T Trail Upgrading Plan  (April 2013)

Karratha City of the North Plan (June 2010 )

Shire of Roebourne Municipal Heritage Inventory (April 1996)

Local Government Municipal He  ritage Inventory Shire of Roebourne (2013)

O O O o o

Murujuga National Park Management Plan (2013)

3.1 Yaburara Heritage Trail Management and Interpretation Plan (National Trust
of Australia (WA) i 2010)

This report made the following observations/comments:

0 TheYabur ara Trail is a unique and rare opportunity
array of cultural heritage values and at the same time be utilised as both a major
recreational site and a sustainable cultural tourism and educational facility.

0 The plan recommend s five trail routes incorporating major sections of the existing
trails; solutions for trail markers and directional signage; walkways and viewing
platforms; interpretation opportunities supported by a dedicated website; and
management strategies

0 The plan indicates the ways in which the safety of trail users  should be improved
and the heritage values protected

0 The plan contains recommendations for minimi sing impact on flora, fauna,
archaeology and the wider landscape of the trail area. It proposes new ro  utes to
allow some access to people of limited mobility who may not have been able to
access the trail in the past.

0 The plan provides guidance for the Shire of Roebourne and the community to
develop, manage and interpret this important heritage asset into the future.

0 The plan sets out 17 recommendations relating to various aspects of progressing
the redevelopment, maintenance and governance of the trail.

3.2 Yaburara Heritage Trail i Trail Upgrading Plan (Transplan Pty Ltd April 2013)
This report made the  following observations and recommendations

0 The existing trails(s) are in a seriously poor condition and in desperate need of

upgrading.
0 Upgrading of the trail network would involve the installation of numerous rock steps
(to make the trail route safer on steep slopes) and rock water bars (to control

stormwater runoff)

o Filling of badly eroded trail surfaces.
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0 Installation of trail directional markers.
o0 Installation of seating and improved interpretation.

o Devel opment of a series of oflcvalstobecreniedusing wi t h a 6
the existing tracks throughout the Karratha Hills.

3.3 Karratha City of the North Plan (Landcorp June 2010)

This report made the following observations/comments:

0 The Karratha City of the North Plan statesitis a O r o a domtaeptransformation of
Karratha from a resource town into a regional city of the north. It proposes the
economic, social and spatial strategies required to make Karratha a place of choice
to work, visit, grow up, raise families and age gracefully.

0 Among st other mattersiit  views as important the acknowledge ment of cultural
heritage through built form, public art, community art and community activities

o |t pr op oNickokBaylookbut o and cultural centre incorpora ting the water tanks
and indigenous heri  tage trails .

o It also sets out a proposed action for the development of a Al andscape sanct us
base of Karratha Hills with start to Jaburara He

3.4 Municipal Heritage Inventory for the Shire of Roebourne ( O6 Br i en Pl anr
Consultants 7 April 1996)

This document provides a history of the Aboriginal and European history of the region, and
details the most important historic sites within the Shire of Roebourne

The MHI is currently being updated and revised (see below)

3.5 Local Government Municipal Heritage Inventory Shire of Roebourne (Draft)
(Kate Gregory & Alistair Paterson i 2013)

This document provides a brief history of the Aboriginal and European history of the
region, and provides a set of sites for inclusion in the inventory

The sites/themes listed within the document can be used as a guide to the most important
places for inclusion in any trails network and whether they be accessed by motor vehicle
or other means of transport.

3.6 Murujuga National Park Management Plan (2013)

The recently published Murujuga National Park Management Plan proposed several trails
including a long distance (overnight) walk around the north -eastern peninsula, a walk into
the oWithnell Bay valleys6 and hardened pathways suli

Final approval of walking tracks in the National Park will rest with the Murujuga Park
Council. If/when they are developed, trails in the Murujuga National Park will be the stand
out attraction of the region.
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SECTION 4: TRAIL SUP PLY ANALYSIS

4.1 Overview

The Shire of Roebourne already h as several walk trails such asthe Yaburara Heritage Tralil,
the Cossack Heritage Trail, the Point Samson Heritage Trail and the Dampier Walking and
Fitness Trails .

Intotalt here are 12 existing trails in the Shire of  Roebourne .

The existing trails are  located throughout the Shire (some in clusters) , with promotion of
them occurring mainly by brochures or simple leaflets being distributed at each of the

Visitor Centres . Some information about trail opportunities is also availabl e online.

Anecdotal evidence indicates that local residents also walk, cycle and ride horses in natural

areas throughout the Shire, though these 6informal
below.

Only recognised t rai |l s are incl udecdogmi stehdbés neaabrise .t hdaRte t he |
some or all of the following characteristics:

A Recognised by the land manager (eg. Shire of Roebourne or Department of
Environment and Conservation );

A Signposting (trail directional markers; trailnead signage; interpretive signage);

A A brochure or leaflet describing an area to walk or cycle or ride; and

A Mapping (such as a map contained within a trail brochure).

The attributes of each of the existing trails are summarised in the table in the following
pages. These attributes  were compiled when each trail was assessed.

4.2 Condition of Existing Trails

Trails vary in condition, depending on the amount of use they get, the level of
maintenance they receive, the environment in which they are located, the prevailing
climatic cond itions and other  local

factors .

Some of the trails of the Shire of

Roebourne were constructed many years
ago and are showing signs of

deterioration (for example, the Yaburara
Heritage Trail ). On the other hand, some
are relatively new and enjoying

consider able usage , particularly by local
people (such asthe = Dampier Walking

and Fitness Trails ). Regardless of their
age and use, all trails require

maintenance and continual upgrading to
keep them safe and  make them more
appealing.

Directional signage that conf ~ orms to

Cossack is featured in three trail brochures. Signage

Australian Standards is commonly is duplicated throughout the town. This Plan
lacking on trails. The new Australian recommends a complete revamp of the existing trail
Walking Track Grading System also and the establishment of two loop trails.

needs to be considered when signing a

trail.

Trailhead signage (with mapping of the trail route) would benefit all trail users. Key

informatio n toinclude on this  signage includes length of trail, duration (at a moderate
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pace), difficulty level, points of interest along the trail route, local access points and

connections to nearby residential areasand safet§code of
information. Interpretive signage , Which enriches the users experience , is often missing
from trail s.

Attention to trail surfaces, structures (including steps and water bars to prevent erosion)
and trailside furniture should be an integral component of a n upgrading program. Removal
of overhanging and side vegetation (and weeds) should also be regularly undertaken.

Finally, all trails should have information readily available and a trail brochure is an easy
and cheap means of providing it.

4.2.1 Trail Audits

An assessment of all existing trail s was undertaken during the preparation of thi s Trails
Master Pl an. Th éforfeach tailid ircludédiad i tt Appendix 3 to this report. The
assessment covered a range of matters including:

1 Trail Characteristi cs: surface (gravel; concrete; asphalt); Length and width
condition? Erosion? Weeds / grass invasion?

1 Promotion:  maps, guidebooks and track notes; web site? Promo brochure?

1 User groups: single use r group or multiple use rgroups ?

1 Signage to trailhead: from local/regional road system

1 Trailhead facilities: (parking areas; trailnead signage; trail map; trail
information; picnic facilities T table, seats, shelter / shade, barbecue); bins; water;
bike parking; toilets; emergency phone; lighting; bollards; fencing ; gates
Nearby facilities: shops, public transport
Directional / distance sighage: along trail

1 Other signage: (location; promotional; warning; information; advisory; fire
safety; code of conduct)

1 Drainage: (culverts 1 clear?); rolling dips; water bars; dra inage channels; rock
steps.
Interpretation: type; number; topics; need? Cultural/indigenous?
On -trail furniture and structures: (bench seats; tables; viewing platforms;
water fountains; boardwalks; bird hides; bird call boxes; tunnels; underpasses;
bridges ; boardwalks)

1 Road crossings: (sight lines; signage; other safety matters; vehicle exclusion

barriers and emergency access gates)
1 Safety: for users; conflicts between user groups; fire, etc

Vegetation: (overhead; side). Need for clearing; invasive species and weeds; re -
vegetation needs.

Trail type:  (out and back; loop; one way?)
Grade of trail: (easy; to very difficult; AS class?)

Management and maintenance: Management plan? Friends of group?
Community support. Who manages?

1 General comments: quality of expe rience; point of difference; accessibility

4.2.2 Warlu Way (drive trail)

The Warlu Way is a 2,500km drive trail starting at Exmouth, passing through Tom Price
and Karratha, and ending in Broome. It takes visitors to the iconic natural areas of the
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Pilbara notably the Ningaloo Marine Park, Karijini National Park, Millstream Chichester
National Park and the Burrup Peninsula

The drive trail is sig  nposted and interpretive signage is located at various sites along the
route . A guidebook is also available.
4.2.3 Yaburara Heritage Trail

The Yaburara Heritage Trail is a 3.5km walk trail in the hills behind Karratha. It extends
from the Karratha Visitor Centre in the east to the Karratha Library in the west. Since its
development in the late 1980s the walk trail has deteriorated significantly.

A recently prepared trail upgrading plan sets out a range of improvements to the trail to
make it safer for use  rs. The trail, when upgraded, will be one of the premier trail
experiences in the Pilbara.

The upgrading plan recently prepared for the Yaburara Heritage Trail found that the steep rocky slopes, loose
stones and slippery surfaces on the trail (above left and right ) need attention to ensure the trail is safe for users

4.2.4 Emma Withnell Heritage Trall

This trail is one of over 170 heritage trails developed in the late 1980s to commemorate
Australiads Bi cent e seatillyadrivetral conneatind Roébsurne sith
Point Samson, via Cossack and Wickham.

The trail also features walk/cycle loops in Roebourne, Cossack and Point Samson.
Interpretive plagues are located at various sites along the trail, and a guidebook is also
available .

425 A Guide to Roebourneés Significant Buildings

Seventeen heritage buildings around Roebourne have been identified. The sites and
buildings identified in the pamphlet can be walked, cycled or driven.

The brochure contains a photo and a brief description of each site, although no particular
route to get from one site to another is described

4.2.6 Cossack Heritage Trail

The Cossack Heritage Trail takes visitors to Cossack to 28 historic sites in the town . Each
site has an interpretive p  anel and a trailhead map suggests the route a trail user should
follow between each site.

Trail users can drive, cycle or walk to each site. A brochure has been prepared for the trail
which also contains a map that sets out the recommended route and the lo cation of each
of the 28 interpreted sites


http://www.australiasnorthwest.com/Destinations/The_Pilbara/Millstream_Chichester_National_Park
http://www.australiasnorthwest.com/Destinations/The_Pilbara/Millstream_Chichester_National_Park

